
ED SMITH 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Date of Birth: 2/14/1959 
Resident - Millcreek Township, Erie County 

 
 

814-452-6800 (office)

EDUCATION: 

• Penn State University - 1981 graduate - BS Health Planning and Administration
• Duquesne University School of Law - 1984 graduate - Juris Doctor degree

• Clerk - Allegheny County District Attorney's Office - Homicide Division

PRACTICE: 

• Private Practice - 1984 through present

• 

• 

• Ely & Smith, 23 West Tenth Street, Erie, Pennsylvania
• Shapira, Hutzelman & Smith, 305 West Sixth Street, Erie, Pennsylvania

Paralegal Instructor Penn State - Behrend College 

Erie County Bar President, 2014 Erie County Bar Association 
Bar Association Highlights for 2014: 

• Formed Women's Division
• Formed Municipal Law Section • Lawyer's Referral Review Task Force
• Mid-year meeting with Ed Palatella • Law Day - Matthew Dowd of ABC

and Jerry Clark as speakers with the News as keynote speaker
Pizza Bomber case as the topic • Outreach to inhouse counsel

• Mock Trials • Wills for Heroes
► 

► 

Bar Leadership Training
Young Lawyers Seminar concerning
student loans

• Business Pminer Program Launch
• Senior Lawyers Video Project
• Strategic Planning Renewal

• Erie County Bar Association Workers' Compensation Section Chair (2 times)

• Disciplinary Hearing Officer 2005 through 2011, Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania 

My practice has been and continues to be very active and varied. I practice before various coutis ofrecord 
and administrative bodies, including handling workers' compensation cases, unemployment cases, 
employment discrimination matters, real estate closings, zoning cases, product liability cases, and other 
litigation in the Court of Common Pleas of Erie County as well as the United States District Court for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania. I have also represented clients in family law issues, such as divorces, 
supp01i, custody matters and adoptions. 

NOTABLE CASES AND RATINGS: 

• Counsel for a plaintiff's class action suit filed in federal court in the Western District of
Pennsylvania concerning pension rights of spouses of police officers. Litigated successfully
to conclusion. Sontheimer v. City of Erie, et al.
Defended potential class-action in the Court of Common Pleas of Eric County. Prime Meats
v. Yochim. Successfully defended against an attempt to gain class certification.




















